Servant Leaders Development - 180Church Statement of Faith Study Guide

ESSENTIAL

STATEMENT OF FAITH

SCRIPTURE(S)

Follow-up / Comments

DOCTRINE

1. GOD We believe that within the God is One: --- Find 1 or more scriptures that support the last sentence
One Supreme Being God, Deuteronomy 6:4 “...God is infinite, perfect, all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving,
there eternally exist three Matthew 28:19 and unchangeable.”
co-equal and co-eternal The Father: Philippians e Genesis1
persons revealed to 1:2 e Ephesians 4:5-6
mankind as God the Father, The Son: John 1:1-2, 14; e John 1-Jesus fully man and fully God
God the Son, and God the Colossians 2:8-9 e Look up definitions for co-equal, co-eternal, infinite
Holy Spirit otherwise known The Spirit: | Corinthians e Synonyms for All-Powerful, All-Knowing
as the Trinity. We believe 2:10-11
that God is infinite, perfect, God is infinite: | Timothy
all-powerful, all-knowing, 1:17
all-loving, and
unchangeable.

2. THE BIBLE We believe the Bible is the Il Timothy 3:15-17, e Memorize OT Books of the Bible in order

inspired and inerrant Word
of God and totally accurate
in all matters it addresses.
We believe that the Holy
Spirit is the author of all
Scripture and that He
superintended holy men of
old as the penned the
divine Word of God. We
attest to the all-sufficiency
of the Bible, that within it is
found all that is needed for
Christian faith and practice,
and that it alone is the
believer’s final authority.
We define the Bible as
those 66 divinely inspired
books, which have been
historically accepted by the
Protestant Church as Canon

Il Peter 1: 20-21
John 17:17
Deuteronomy 8:3b
Psalm 138:2

Memorize NT Books of the Bible in Order
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3. SALVATION

We believe that humanity
by nature is fallen and has
inherited the condition of
sin from the original man,
Adam. We believe that
Jesus Christ, who was God
incarnate, fully God and
fully Man, came to earth,
and though He was
tempted in all manners as
we are, remained without
sin. We believe that Jesus
Christ died, as the Bible
records, for the sins of all
mankind as the
substitutionary sacrifice for
men. We believe that on
the third day He rose from
the grave. We believe that
the only way for a person to
be redeemed is by placing
his faith in the person and
works of Jesus Christ. Those
works being especially His
death, resurrection, and
Lordship. Finally, we believe
that salvation is completely
a free gift of God’s grace for
those He alone has chosen
to redeem. This does not,
however, relieve people
from their responsibility to
accept and obey God'’s
Word concerning His plan
for salvation

John 3:16

Acts 20:21 — Repentance
is necessary
Romans 5

Romans 10:9-10
Matthew 28
Romans 3:22-25
Colossians 1:20-23a
2 Corinthians 5:21
Hebrews 9:12-15 —
Perfect sacrifice
Matthew 28:18 —
Lordship

Find scriptures that give examples and show Jesus as fully
man

Find scriptures that give examples and show Jesus as fully
God

Review scriptures in multiple translations (e.g., Youversion
mobile app, biblegateway.com)

It's impossible for the blood of goats/animals to take away
sins — Hebrews 10:4-5

Jesus’ blood (because He is without sin) secures our
redemption (Hebrews 9:12-15

Can you lose salvation? Hebrews 6:4-6, Hebrews 10:26-29
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4. THE CHURCH

We believe that the Church
is comprised of the
community of believers in
Jesus Christ throughout all
times and that for all
eternity God’s divine plan
was to establish the Church
that He might display his
manifold wisdom to the
world. We believe in the
priesthood of all believers
and that every Christian has
a portion of God’s plan for
redemption. We believe
that the Church was
intended to operate as a
diverse and multi-faceted
organization while within
the world in order to
effectively minister to the
unique needs of the local
communities of people they
live among

| Peter 2:5,9-10 — We,
The Church are a Living
Stones, a Royal
Priesthood

Acts 1:8-9 - Church has
power to witness for
Jesus locally and to ends
of the earth

Acts 2:42-47 (AMP) -
Church, in unity, comes
together sharing
resources, ministering to
needs of community &
Glorifies God

| Corinthians 12:12-13,
18, 27-28a — Church
operates as a diverse org

Christ loved The Church, died for her so she could be made
holy/clean (Ephesian 5:25)

Church is not a building but a community, a body of believers
in Christ

The Church has been given power over hell; The Church is a
community of overcomers united by Christ - Matthew 16:18
(NIV, CJB)

Hebrews 10:24-25 — meeting together is important to God &
strengthens The Body

Read Anatomy of a Deceased Church by Thom S. Rainer
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5. GIVING

We believe that the Bible
commands that Christians
should honor the Lord with
their wealth by giving the
first fruits (tithe) of all of
their income to the church
to support the work of the
ministry and the continuing
expansion of God’s
kingdom in the earth. We
believe that giving should
be in accordance with the
believer’s income,
sacrificial, and frequent. We
believe that Christians
should give as a covenant
reminder of their
commitment to God with
the full expectation of the
outpouring of God'’s
blessings upon their lives.

Acts 4:32-35

2 Corinthians 9:1-13
Deuteronomy 14:22-23
(NLT)

Giving is a celebration reminding us of and honoring our
commitment to God and His promises to us

Giving strengthens our faith in our reliance on God's provision
Do a word study on "Tithe" / "Tithing"

Compare / Contrast Tithing in OT vs NT
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6.

EVANGELISM

We believe that the mission
of the Church is to reach
lost humanity with the
message of the Gospel. We
believe that God has
ordained the preaching of
the Gospel to be the vehicle
by which men must learn
about His plan of
redemption, and by
confessing and believing in
the person and works of
Jesus Christ thereby might
be saved. Finally, we
believe that the family has
been, and will always be,
God’s most prized
institution and his intended
plan for the spreading of
the Gospel. God’s plan is
that godly husbands and
wives should produce godly
children which they should
raise in the fear and
admonition of the Lord.

The Mission = “Go!l” -

Matthew 28:19-20, Mark

16: 15-16, Acts 1:8
The Method =

O

“Preach!!l...The
Gospel” — Romans
10:14-17

Godly Family &
Godly Generations—
Psalm 78:4-8

Define Evangelism - the spreading of the Christian gospel
by public preaching or personal witness; Evangelism
means preaching, announcing, or otherwise
communicating the gospel, our salvation

God creates/defines marriage - Genesis 2:18-24

Godly Husbands + Godly Wives through intimacy in their
covenant relationship, producing godly children & teaching
them about the love/fear of God & equipping them to
continue the Mission

Do a word study on “Family” (OT & NT)
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DOCTRINE
SPIRITUAL We believe that the Holy I. Work of the Holy Spirit Definition Spiritual Gift: any ability that is empowered by the
GIFTS Spirit is the seal, guarantee, Ephesians 1:13=14, Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church. Includes gifts

and deposit given to
believers to confirm their
salvation and that the
manifestation of any of the
gifts of the Spirit listed in
the Bible is sufficient
evidence of the presence of
salvation and the Holy Spirit
in a person’s life. We
believe that all the gifts of
the Spirit are available and
active within the Church
until the second coming of
Christ Jesus. We believe
that the Holy Spirit
distributes the gifts to
empower the believer for
Christian service and the
performance of acts of love
which will edify the Body of
Christ and testify to the
world of the goodness of
God.

Romans 8:16

Il. Availability of the Gifts —
| Corinthians 1:4-7

Ill. Purpose of the Gifts —
Acts 1:6-8, | Corinthians
4:7

related to natural abilities (e.g., teaching/administration) and
gifts that seem more extraordinary (e.g., healing or prophecy)

Spiritual Gifts Inventory
1. Online: https://gifts.churchgrowth.org/spiritual-gifts-
survey/gifts-survey/
2. Spiritual Gifts Survey (Discovery Tool)



https://gifts.churchgrowth.org/spiritual-gifts-survey/gifts-survey/
https://gifts.churchgrowth.org/spiritual-gifts-survey/gifts-survey/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/bhpub/edoc/DOC-Spiritual-Gifts-Survey.pdf
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8. PREACHING We believe that the 2 Timothy 4:2 Do a Word study on “Teaching” & “Preaching”
ministry of teaching is 2 Corinthians 4:5
God'’s divine plan for the
passing on of His will to
mankind and from one
generation to the next. We
believe that God has
ordained that the teachers
of his will be redeemed
men and women who have
accepted Jesus Christ as
their personal Lord and
Savior and that these
individuals not be new
converts but those who
have proven to have a
reliable track record of
godly living. We believe
that the basis of all
Christian teaching should
be deeply rooted in the
Bible.
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9. WORSHIP

We believe that worship
services should be relevant,
orderly, and held
frequently. We believe the
Bible, both Old and New
Testaments, provides clear
instructions on what is
acceptable within the
context of public worship.
We believe that the gifts of
the Holy Spirit should be
used within every service
but confined to the
restraints prescribed in
Scripture for the edification
of the body of assembled
believers and to
demonstrate God’s love for
all people. We believe that
Praise and Worship should
be God-centered, holy, and
sincere, fully expressing the
believer’s appreciation of
God and the redemption
that He alone has provided.

Worship in spirit & truth
—John 4:23-24

Decent & in order — |
Corinthians 14:40
Colossians 3:16-17

What is Worship?
a. Christ-centered, divinely motivated activity glorifying
God in His presence with our voices & hearts
b. Outpouring of our hearts in response to a revelation
of who God is.
Find scriptures/passages that show corporate worship. Why is
it important?
a. Psalm 132:7
b. Heb 10:23-25
Write your own worship prayers based on
scriptures/passages that focus on reverence to God
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10. SACRAMENTS

We believe that the Lord Jesus
Christ commanded that his
Church keep two ordinances,
these being Water Baptism
and Holy Communion. We
believe that Water Baptism is
an act which a believer
performs after he has
accepted Jesus Christ as his
personal Lord and Savior, at
the beginning of his Christian
life. This act is a public
confession of the believer’s
allegiance to Christ and the
Christian lifestyle and his
denouncement of all false
religions and his former way of
sinful living. We believe that
Holy Communion is a
memorial act reserved only for
believers whereby we place
ourselves in remembrance of
the atoning death of our Lord
Jesus Christ and communicate
to watching world our ongoing
fellowship with Jesus Christ.

BAPTISM: Matthew 28: 19-
20, Mark 1:4-8, Acts 8: 35-38,
Romans 6:2-5

COMMUNION: Matthew
26:26-29, Mark 14: 23-24,
Luke 22: 19-20, John 6: 55-
56, | Corinthians 10: 16-17, |
Corinthians 11: 26-32

l. Why Baptism important? What is it?
Il. Why Communion important? What is it?

COMPARISON BETWEEN BAPTISH AND COMMUNION

BAPTISH

To show you are beginning a relationship with
Jesus.

COMMUNION
To show that you are continuing in fellowship
with Jasus.

It should be done anly once in the fife of
believer,

It should be done repeatedly throughout a
believer's life.

It is an ordinance of Christ to be done by all
believers.

Itis an ordinance of Christ to he done by ll
believers

Symbolizes the death, burial and resurrection of
Christ

Symhbolizes the death of Christ
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11. THE FUTURE

We believe in the soon
coming rapture of the
Church at the second
coming of Jesus Christ. We
believe that at the
conclusion of the millennial
reign of Christ and His
Church there will be two
judgments. The first
judgment shall be for the
judging of all people
according to their deeds,
those who trusted Jesus
shall receive immortal
bodies and everlasting life
(Heaven); those who lived
wickedly shall receive
immortal bodies and
everlasting condemnation
in the lake of fire (Hell). In
the second judgment, for
believers only, during which
God will distribute rewards
and crowns based upon the
Christian service the
individual performed.

Acts 1

Revelation 20
Matthew 24:36-44
Hebrews 9:27-28

Definition of “eschatology”
a. Return of Christ (Hebrews 9:28)
b. Millennium (Rev 20:1-5)
c. Final Judgment/Eternal Punishment/Reward (Rev
20:11-15)
Doctrine of the Future should provide hope/comfort (not
place fear) in the heart of the Believer.
Great sense of urgency
a. Because of The Great Commission
b. Because countless lives are facing eternal judgment




